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NOVELTIES IN BRASS, COPPER AND 



RON. 




HEN the old fashioned white marble mantels 
which always seemed like tombstones out of 
place gave way to the carved wooden ones, 
every person of taste felt that a step in the 
right direction had been taken. But no one 
was satisfied with the one step, and since that 
time, we have been going on and on, making 
marvellous strides in this direction until it 
would seem there was little more to be desired. Now the build- 
er of a house, or fitter up of an old one may make his choice of 
mantels from among a dozen or more different combinations of 
brass, bronze, copper, wrought iron with or without tile facing. 
At the Hecla Iron Works may be found metal mantels, 
grates and fire-place fittings in the most artistic designs. An 
electric-bronze mantel shows a glass in the center with cabinets 
each side, which is handsome enough to please the fastidious. 
It is of iron with a thin plating of bronze or brass, a new pro- 
cess, which, while it is quite as handsome as all bronze, is much 
cheaper thereby coming within the reach of people of moderate 
means. 

A feature of all their grates which will be thoroughly appre- 
ciated by every housekeeper is the folding blower which is made 



Like the wise virgins of old, Edward Miller & Co. have their 
Rochester lamps trimmed and burning and the visitor to their 
place of business cannot but be pleased with the bright and 
shining lights which they do not hide under a bushel. On 
the contrary they set them forth and extol their good qualities 
with a frankness and firmness which betokens a thorough be- 
lief in all they say. For halls, churches, stores, etc., there is a 
mammoth fount of 300 candle-power with center draught, which 
holds a gallon of oil and will burn ten hours with a large and 
steady flame. Between this and the tiny night lamp there is a 
bewildering variety of sizes, shapes .and materials. The founts 
are made of Satsuma, Oto, cloisonne, "Wedge wood, old Hall, 
Royal Worcester, porcelain and glass, as well as of brass, bronze, 
copper, and iron, all most artistically designed and decorated. 
Among the many cameo shades is one with gilt decorations 
which is exquisitely dainty and lovely. A bisque one of white 
and gilt shows a pretty design of detached Marguerites, while 
the whole floral kingdom has been drawn upon to furnish de- 
signs for others. 

There are table lamps, hanging lamps, study lamps, chande- 
liers and brackets, in modern and antique shapes, and in every 
conceivable material, ranging in price from three dollars to as 
many hundred. 

In addition to the beautiful settings which these lamps are 
given, it is claimed for them that they do not "climb 11 so as to 
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f a series of iron slats and rolls up into a little recess something 
after the fashion of the old time Venetian window shades. The 
old fashioned blower and holder, cumbersome and always in the 
way, are thus done away with. They are easily managed by a 
simple turn of a screw, are made of embossed iron and to render 
them — as well as all their ornamental iron work — rust proof 
they are treated with the Bower-Barff proeess which gives 
a finish that is impervious to any degree of dampness. 
Want of space forbids an enumeration of all the beautiful 
articles found here, but mention must be made of a variety of 
small articles, such as panels, placques, brass knockers, frames, 
coal boxes and wood baskets, in brass, bronze and iron. There 
are also some trifles in candlesticks which are exceedingly hand- 
some. The holder of one rises up from the center of a bunch of 
roses and leaves in brass, while a wrought iron stick shows a con- 
tinuous spiral, which raises the candle as fast as it burns away. 
The base of another is a branch of a pear tree, thick with leaves 
and clustering fruit, the largest specimen of which opens and 
discloses a tiny match safe. This company makes a specialty of 
architectural iron work, spiral stairs, newel posts, fences, etc., 
etc., as well as a great variety of wrought iron articles for in- 
terior use all showing the most artistic designs, 



smoke, thus leaving ceiling and furniture free from lampblack ; 
that they do not "sweat over" and so leak down to ruin table 
covers, etc., every lamp is tested and no leaky ones are put into 
stock. The process of cleaning and keeping the Rochester lamp 
in good order is a very simple one and will if followed out en- 
sure a bright and shining light, which is a nightly joy. The 
lamp should be allowed to burn out perfectly dry once a week ; 
then the cone should be removed and the ashes brushed away 
which will give exactly the right trim. 



In the illuminations of the manuscripts of the middle ages, 
gold letters may be seen that seem to rise above the surface of the 
vellum. The same elevation may be given to lettering on paper 
by using the same composition as a ground, this consisting of 
vermilion and the white of an egg, to be fixed to the paper 
with gum-arabic. Give the figurative letter a wash of gum water 
with a camel's hair pencil, then lay on the gold leaf with some cot- 
ton wool, pressing it down hard, and when dry rub it again with 
the cotton, and burnish it with a dog's tooth or an agate, when 
it will have all the appearance of being embossed. The same 
effect may be produced by using shell gold instead of the leaf. 



